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A Proposal of the Ways of Learning and Exchange on the Basis of

Students’ Experience: Ten Years of Practice in Hoshino Village, Fukuoka
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A Proposal of the Ways of Learning and Exchange on the Basis of

"~ Stadents® Experience: Ten Years of Practice in Hoshino Village, Fukuoka

Yushi ZIKUMARU (Faculty of Education and Welfare Science Qita University)
Yasuhiro ITO  (Faculty of Education and Welfare Science Oita University)
Yuichi HIMURO {(Hoshino Village Office,Fukuoka)

Megumi TASHIRO (Akeno Junior High School)

Hiroaki SUZAKI {ABC Outdoor Education Center)

Abstract

In the spring of 2004, an afforestation event was held with 150 participants in Hoshino Village,
Fukuoka to commemorate the 10th anniversary of exchange between the villagers and Oita University
students. The two hectares of the planted area was named “The Forest of Exchange” and will be used
as a “forest for learning ” for various purposes. This is a joint program between a village office, a
local board of education, an elementary school, a junior high school, and a university. The non-credit
program in Hoshino Village, which includes the lodging of the University students, has been in practice
as hands-on learning for ten years. The purposes of the program were (a) to compensate for
the students’ lack of life expetience and develop their wisdom in life and zest for living and (b) to
reconstruct the weakened human relationships through cooperative work. The ten-year’s practice has
resulted in the positive change in villagers as well as students. On the basis of these accomplishments,
we will discuss the necessity and practical methods of these programs and propose the ways of support

and regional alliance.
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